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August 25, 187C

Mr, Kenneth M, Ludmerer

The Johns ropkins University
Instirute of the tilstory of Medicine
1900 East Monument Street

Baltimore, Maryland 212035

Dear Mr, ludmerer:

It is true that my work at the U.,5, Atomic knergy
Commission, 1947-1950, as Deputy Director cof the
Division of Blologyv and Medicine was a major factier
in my supporting the development of wedical generics
at wWisconsin, As Deputy Director I was involved in
support of the atomic Bomb Casualty Commission program
atr Hiroshima and at Nagasaki. At that time there was
malor genetlcs study led by Dr, James Neel., {enetics
was represented on our Advisory Committee by r, George
peadle,

Anciher tacter was my long-standing iriendshin with
Professor J, Lederberg dating back to 1950, He was
Professor of venetics at Wisconsin when I became the
Dean and he stimo.ared me to think seriously about the
importance «f developing 1 lepartment of Medical
Genetics, 1 do not recall any substantial cnposition
from the faculty; probably their only con-ern was about
how muct laboratory space they would lose!

I do not kncw'of anv other specific exausle of
radiatiou-induced ‘genetics departments,

James I, Crow, James seel, Curt Stern or Josh Lederberg
could probakly handle vour question on "practical imperative,”

it will be {uteresting to see the results of vour study,
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Mr, Kenneth M., Ludmerer August 25, 1970

Please give my regards to Lloyd G, Stevenson.

Yours sincerely,

hn Z, Bowers, M.D,
resident
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CC: Joshua Lederberg, Ph.D.‘//



